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Freedom Ring – July 4th

 
The 12th annual Freedom Ring will begin at 3:00 p.m. in 
the Main Street Gallery. The Russell E. Marshall Legion 
Post and Boy Scout Troop 137 will participate in opening 
ceremonies with presentation of the flag and a flag folding 

demonstration.  Georgia Runyon will once again lead the crowd in singing 
patriotic songs.   

We are looking forward to an outstanding guest speaker, Michael Vogt, 
curator of the Gold Star Museum at Camp Dodge in Des Moines.  Vogt is on the 
State Historical Society of Iowa Board of Trustees, co-chair of the Iowa Battle 
Flags Preservation Committee, and Vice-President of Iowa Museum Association.  
Vogt is quite knowledgeable about United States military actions and will speak 
about the wars represented in the new Armed Forces Gallery. 

A ribbon cutting to dedicate the Armed Forces gallery 
will be a highlight of the Freedom Ring celebration.  The 
traditional ringing of the museums cast iron bells will be the finale 
of the program. Each person can choose a bell to ring signifying 
the freedom we enjoy in our country. 

Dedication of Armed Forces Gallery 
The new armed forces gallery was opened to the public this 

spring after installation during the winter months.  This gallery 
features military artifacts beginning with the American Revolution 
and concluding with the present conflict in Iraq.  The Wayne 
County Historical Society is very proud of the extensive collection 
of military artifacts relating to Wayne County and representing the 
many soldiers who fought for our country.  One case in the gallery 
also holds the museum’s firearm collection.    

 Garret Abel, a veteran of the Iraqi war will be on hand to 
answer questions about his experiences.  His fatigues and other      
military gear are on display in the gallery. 

 

Civil War Days 
Centerville Civil War Days was held on June 16-17 in 

Centerville, IA.  This celebration was partly sponsored by Appanoose 
County Historical Society was held at the Appanoose County 
Fairgrounds and involved several units of Civil War reenactors from 
Iowa, Missouri, & Illinois.  Brenda DeVore & Jackie Greenlee took a 
display of Civil War artifacts from the museum to this event.  Pictured 
at right is Brenda DeVore with Lincoln presenter, Lee Williams, who 
portrayed President Abraham Lincoln.  

A unit of reenactors will be at the Pioneer Festival on Oct 6. 
There will be a cannon and reenactment of a Civil War scene that 
afternoon. 
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George Saling Brings Home the Gold!!! 
75 years ago, in August 1932 headlines in newspapers around the country 

repeated this message as George Saling, Corydon won both a gold and bronze 
medal as part of the United State Olympic Team. 
 George Saling a senior at the University of Iowa was considered among the 
hurdling greats of the world in 1932.  He set records in many meets that year, 
including Drake Relays with a record setting time in the high hurdles of 14:4 
seconds.  In the National Collegiate championships he set a new record at 14:1, this 
was also a world record.   
 In the first heat of the Olympic hurdles Saling came in second to Don Finlay 
of Great Britain.  He opened up in the second heat and broke an Olympic record at 
14:4. In the final heat an Olympic championship at stake, the competitors took off at 
the shot in a life and death race.  And Saling won, this time in 14:6 in the 110 meter 
high hurdles winning the gold medal. In fact the USA team took home both gold and 
silver. 
 Saling wrote this of his experience: “Down on the track, six forms are 
crouching – by trials the six greatest hurdlers in the world. The gun barks and the 
forms shoot forward.  They take the first barrier almost in unison.  Then one runner 
draws into the lead.  Closely pressed by the pack, he is still leading at the seventh 
hurdle. 
 “At the eighth 
barrier a runner emerges 
from the pack.  He 
overtakes the leader, and 

then sweeps on by and to the tape – a victor by four 
feet.  That runner was myself, and I say without 
shame that this is the ONE race of the Olympics that 
shall remain longest in my memory.”  In the photo at 
right George Saling, far right is shown knocking over 
a hurdle on his way to victory. 
 George Saling was born in 1909 in Memphis, 
MO.  The family moved to Corydon when he was 
three months old, where he graduated from high 
school in 1927.  George’s first love was basketball 
and he was captain of the Corydon team in 1926-27.   
 He went out for track, party because that was what most of the other fellow did in the spring.  In meets 
he usually filled in wherever he was needed most, running anything from the 100 to the 440, besides hurdles.   
 In the fall of 1927 he began classes at the University of Iowa and turned his ambitions toward 
basketball.  But in an interview given just two weeks before his untimely death in 1933, George said, “Just as I 
was swinging off the court after practice one night, and still possessing a little of that youthful exuberance, I 
raced over a couple of hurdles that were standing near by, as George Bresnahan, U of I track coach happened 
to be passing.” 
 Coach Bresnahan spotted Saling’s natural gift for the hurdles and immediately began an intense 
campaign to recruit George away from basketball and on to the track team.  Saling credited his coach for much 
of his success.  His training methods included a lot of body building – lifting weights, working on bars, and 
sprinting.  One unusual exercise that proved to be very helpful was walking on his hands, which developed 
arms, back, and chest, and gave him a finer sense of balance – a necessity for hurdlers. 
 Corydon and the track world were stunned by the untimely death of George Saling on April 14, 1933 as 
a result of a car accident near St Louis.  He was just 23 years old.  The funeral service at the Methodist Church 
in Corydon was one of the largest ever held in Corydon.  
 George Saling’s memory was honored by his hometown high school in 1938 when its newly lighted 
athletic field was dedicated as “Saling Field”.  In 1983, during Corydon’s Old Settlers Celebration, Saling was 
honored in a special ceremony and a bronze plaque honoring his Olympic Gold Medal was mounted on the 
east side of the bandstand on the Wayne County courthouse grounds. In 1989, the University of Iowa 
established an Athletic Hall of Fame: George Saling was one of the athletes and coaches named. 
 Saling’s Olympic track uniform, warm-up suit, Olympic jacket, photos, and clippings are on display in a 
special case of the 20th Century wing at the Prairie Trails Museum.  Visit the museum to learn more about 
George Saling. 



SPROATT’S MUSEUM 
 

 W.S. Sproatt, pioneer druggist was one of the early settlers of Corydon and Wayne County.  He was a 
well known business owner in Corydon with a bit of P.T. Barnum in his veins. Not only did he have an early day 
pharmacy in the late 1800’s, there was a museum in a corner of his store filled with “wonders of the world.” 
 A handbill produced by the Corydon Democrat says the museum collection included relics of ancient 
and modern times.  Sproatt must certainly have enjoyed traveling and collecting interesting oddities from all 
corners of the world. And even more, he seemed to enjoy putting on a show in the manner of a traveling 
medicine show for anyone lucky enough to visit his “museum.”  It was called the 
“Great Geological, Zoological and grandest quadrepetal private museum in Iowa”, 
 “Sproatt has an elegance of manner “Born with him in Hoosierdom” that 
completely entrances or magnetizes his auditors, and using as a pointer a Live oak 
cane with Alligator head gear, his listeners will become so entranced with his recitals, 
that the car of juggernaut might roll over them unnoticed. He knows the fickleness of 
human nature and has provided by his foresight against the possibilities of losing his 
character as to truth and veracity, and feeling the great responsibility vested in him 
as a historian.”  This flowery description of W.S. Sproatt is taken from the yellowed 
handbill. 
 According to the story, Sproatt’s Museum collection had coins that had 
passed through the hands of the Jews and Romans present at the crucifixion, 
Chinese coins, and Confederate bills.  Rocks, shells, and fragments gathered from 
the Pyramids of Egypt, Catacombs of Rome, Palaces of Caesar and 
the Wall of Ancient Babylon.  There were tomahawks, scalping 
knives, stone axes, moccasins, and arrowheads of American 
Indians.  Coral from Pacific Islands “where Neptune still in pristine 
glory rules the waves.”  There were Pipes from the Opium dens of 
Hong Kong, tiny shoes of Chinese women, bird’s nests, and eggs 
from far off lands. The museum was filled with things to amaze and 
delight.                                                              
 A small portion of the collection from this early museum is on 
display at Prairie Trails Museum and can be seen in the Sproatt 
family case. Pictured at right is a few of the pipes mentioned in the 
handbill.  Recently discovered tucked into a family bible is a small 
scrap of fabric with a handwritten note dated May 26, 1886      that 
says “This piece of linen from an Egyptian princess wardrobe of 2500 years ago”.                                                            
 Mr. Sproatt was also an astute business man and early stockholder in three Corydon banks, Wayne 
County, Farmers Merchant, and vice president of the Citizens State Bank.  By 1906, in failing health, he sold 
his drugstore and began to travel hoping a change of climate would benefit his failing health.  Little relief was 
found and he died in March 1909 at age 63. 

William S. Sproatt 1846-1909 is buried in the Sproatt Mausoleum in the Corydon Cemetery. This 
mausoleum, built in 1898, was beginning to deteriorate and with private donations it has recently been repaired 
both inside and out.  It’s always fascinating to learn about the early pioneers and colorful people who had a 
hand in the development of Wayne County. 
 

 
 

Memorials:    Since our last Newsletter the Wayne County Historical Society has 
received memorials for:  Ralph and Kay Johnson, Tommie Silcott, Leslie Auxier, Hugh 
Doty, Betty Harbold, Dr. Leo Freese, Irma Winslow, Dr. Buell Buchtel, Charlene Adams, 
Bernice Marolf, Joan Miles, Robert Pylant, O. K. and Nancy Engene, Laurence and Mildred 
Fry, Jo Fry Wilson, Marie Lohr, Pearl Duncan, Beulah Lacey Trumper, Jenny Schwandt, 

Milford Lewis, Jimmy Cox, and Ray Mason.     
 We honor the memory of these people and their contributions to the community.  The Historical Society 
gratefully acknowledges and thanks those who have chosen to remember family and friends in this meaningful 
way. 



Happenings at the Museum 
 
Jesse James Gang in Jail 

The impassive guard ignores the pleas of the prisoners as the James 
Gang pleads for mercy.  Of course, the faces peering from the jail cell 
actually aren’t the James Gang.  This group of students from Northfield, MN 
toured the museum recently.  They will be docents this summer at the 
Northfield Historical Society Museum.  The museum has a summer program 
that involves local young people in the history of the area.  Each summer the 
group of docents for that year goes on a tour of some of the notable areas 
connected with Jesse James and his gang. Then they begin work at the 
museum for the summer months. 
 Northfield, MN was the scene of a bloody bank robbery by the James-
Younger Gang where two of the gang members were killed. 
 

School Groups  
 School children always enjoy touring the museum.  
They especially like to walk through Main Street.  Each 
group, squealing in delight, is locked in the jail cell above 
for just a few minutes. 
 The group pictured at left with Jan Winslow was part 
of 60 summer school students from Newtown-Harris 
School in Missouri who recently toured the museum. 

ore.  

 

A New Look 
 If you have 
been to the museum 
recently or just driven 
past you may have 

noticed the front sign has a fresh new look.  The center design 
is the logo of Historic Hills, a 9-county group in the south central 
Iowa area; Van Buren, Lee, Wapello, Monroe, Appanoose, 
Lucas, Wayne, Decatur, and Clarke.  Brick pillared signs with 
the design logo in the center will be installed this summer 
throughout the area linking the counties together to promote 
tourism in south central Iowa. 

 
 

A New Face 
 

  Shara Becker will be a senior at Wayne Community High 
School this fall. With a keen interest in history, she is volunteering at 
the museum this summer, helping with data entry in the computer and 
learning to be a tour guide.     
 In the photo at left Shara is pictured with a “Confederate 
soldier” at the recent Centerville Civil War Days.  She is wearing a 
period dress that her mother Cheryl Becker made for her. 
 New volunteers are always welcome at the museum.  There 
are many different types of duties for which volunteers are needed.  If 
you are interested in county history and helping to preserve it call 
Eula Henderson or Brenda DeV
 


