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13th Annual Freedom Ring 
July 4th – 3 pm 

 
Come join the crowd at Prairie Trails Museum for the 13th Annual Freedom Ring 
on July 4th at 3pm in the Main Street Gallery.  As a very special part of the 
Freedom Ring program each year WCHS pays tribute to those men and women 

who have served our country in the Armed Forces. This year is no exception as we honor veterans of 
the Vietnam War. Col. Dwight E. Sullivan, former POW, will be the guest speaker this year.  Boy 
Scout Troop 137 will participate in opening ceremonies with presentation of the flag and a flag folding 
demonstration.  Georgia Runyon will once again lead the crowd in singing patriotic songs.   

  The program will conclude with the traditional ringing of the bells in front of the Museum.  
Following the conclusion of Freedom Ring there will be activities including a parade, supper, and 
music on the square in Corydon for everyone to enjoy and round out a great July 4th celebration! 

 
Colonel Dwight E. Sullivan 

Dwight E. Sullivan was born in Chariton, IA. He 
attended Corydon High School, graduating in 1949, and then 
attended Simpson College. He entered the Air Force in 1951. 

In 1953, Col. Sullivan entered the Aviation Cadet 
Program and received his Commission as a 2nd Lt. with 
navigator’s wings in 1954. After two years in Alaska, he 
entered pilot training and graduated in 1958. His first 
assignment was flying F86D’s out of O’Hare Air Field in 
Chicago. Following this, he had tours of duty in Michigan, 
California, and Maine, flying the F101D. In 1966, he entered 
the F105 up-grade program at Nellis AFB, Nevada and was 
assigned to Korat AFB, Thailand.  Sullivan was deployed with 
the 34  Fighter Squadron in 1967. th On his 73rd mission over 
North Vietnam, he was shot down and captured.  

 Colonel Dwight Sullivan was taken prisoner in North 
Vietnam on October 17, 1967 when his F-105 went down on a 
bombing run northeast of Hanoi. He was held captive for 5 ½ 
years, finally released on March 14, 1973 from the “Hanoi 
Hilton” along with 107 other POW’s.  

Col. Sullivan is a command pilot. His military 
decorations include: the Silver Star with one oak leaf cluster. 
The Legion Merit with one oak leaf cluster, the Bronze Star 
with one oak leaf cluster, the Air Medal with seven oak leaf 
clusters, the Air Force Commendation Meal with two oak leaf cluster, and the Purple Heart with one 
oak leaf cluster. 

Col. Sullivan is married to the former Ada Thompson Vipond of Duluth, MN.  Their family 
includes eight children, thirteen grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. He and Ada are retired 
and live in Sun City West, AZ. 
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125TH CORYDON OLD SETTLERS REUNION 
 

Corydon’s Old Settlers reunion has the distinction of being one of the oldest continuing celebrations in 
the state of Iowa.  August 7th, 8th, & 9th will be celebrated as the 125th year that “old settlers” have gathered in 
Corydon.  
 The Wayne County Iowa Old Settlers Association was established, and a constitution was drawn up by 
Lewis Miles and signed by 253 persons who attended the first meeting. The original minute book, in the 
museum library, has a long list of notable “old settlers” that signed as charter members. Behind each name is a 
birth date and in some instances a death date was added. According to the rules set down in the constitution one 
had to live in Wayne County for at least 20 years to become a member of the association.  Section Three of the 
Constitution stated quote “The object and purpose of the association was to promote the social and fraternal 
relations around the old residents of Wayne County, Iowa”.  
 When the celebration was begun Corydon was a mere village surrounded by acres and acres of gently 
rolling hills.  The streets were dusty.  There was only one brick structure built by Lloyd Selby, a prominent 
merchant of that era, which later housed the law offices of E.E. Poston and H.K. Evans.  The remainder of the 
buildings on the square were single story frame and wood.  The center of the square was a city park as it would 
be a few years before a courthouse was constructed.  Families attending Old Settlers brought picnic lunches and 
sat in small groups on the grass to eat.  Free coffee was given out to all.  Any old settler who wished to speak 
gave a five minute talk. All old settlers in attendance were encouraged to sign the Association’s book. 
 In 1897, the crowd at the reunion was estimated at 5,000 people. The program featured exhibitions by F. 
J. Roger’s trained dogs and C. H. Clark’s trained ponies. 
 A story published in 1901 Times Republican recounts the events of the 18th Old Settlers Reunion and 
noted the first time for a two day event. A welcome by Mayor McCoy and response by Vice President of Old 
Settlers Association W. L. White began the festivities on Friday afternoon.  “On Saturday the crowd began 
pouring in early in the morning and wagons, buggies and vehicles of every kind dumped out swarms of 
humanity upon the public square seemingly until there was no end. We think a conservative estimate of the 
crowd would place it between eight & twelve thousand. It looked to be the largest crowd ever in Corydon.  The 
sidewalks were full, the square was full, all hitching places full and still there was more crowd.  Nearly half the 
entire population of the county was present.” 
 Hon. J. W. Freeland gave the opening address in 1901 talking of early Wayne County history.  In fact 
most of the program and speeches seemed to be on the topic of early history.  Adding some variety were the 
Allerton Band and Corydon Glee Club. According to the article people were more interested in talking in small 
groups than listening to someone expound on history. “Few paid little attention to the program. The speakers 
talked against conversations and noises of all kinds. The old settlers got off in groups whilst the younger part of 
the audience was skipping around here and there having a good time.” 

The parade in 1900 had floats representing 
each township and many civic organizations.  By 
1917 a parade committee was formed to better 
organize the growing afternoon event.   

In the photo at left, taken during the Old 
Settler’s Celebration of 1918, notice the many tents 
on the street.  An exciting part of the annual event 
during the teens was a hot air balloon accession.  
This view is looking south on the west side of the 
square. In the early years with dirt streets dry 
weather was helpful for a successful event. 
 In the 1960’s a watch, donated by Benny 
Grismore of Grismore Jewelry, was dropped from 
an airplane over the town.  The crowd waited with 

excitement for the plane to fly overhead and drop the watch.  Then the race was on as children and a few adults 
ran toward the spot hoping to be the first to find the watch and become the proud owner. 



Early County Roads 
In Wayne County’s early years 

all road work was under the supervision 
of the township trustees. Each township 
owned a horse-drawn road grader to drag 
the road.  Farmers could work out their 
poll tax by taking a turn blading the road 
running past their farm. 

 As a result of the Good Roads 
movement in 1913 the county hired an 
engineer and crew responsible for all 
county rural roads.    

 Jackson Township had an 
Adams Road Patrol #14, made 1885 to 1915, to maintain the roads. When the township no longer needed the 
machine Gerald Selby purchased it.   Selby later changed it over for use with a tractor and continued to use it on 
the farm.  His son-in-law Dennis Alley recalls helping Gerald over 40 years ago blade hog lots.   Most recently 
the grader sat along a fence row forgotten by time.  
 A few weeks ago Dennis and Gayla (Selby) Alley hitched the Adams Road Patrol grader to the back of 
their jeep for the trip to the museum.  As they drove over the hills south of Corydon the blade would 
occasionally drop and once again blade the road.  This of course brought the trip to a halt while Dennis 
attempted to corral the unruly grader.  Finally the edge of Corydon was in site and soon the grader was settled 
into its new home in the shadow of the windmill near the barn.   

 
WAYCO Arts Garden Tour 

The museum garden was a stop on the WAYCO Arts 
Garden Tour in Wayne County on June 13-14. This 
beautiful garden is the former location of Eastside 
Grocery Store, a small local grocery store.    Wayne 
County Historical Society purchased the store in the 
late 1980’s after it had closed. The building is shown on 
the left as it was being torn down in July 1990.  

en. 

Tearing down the old store building enlarged the 
parking area for the museum and created a wonderful 
spot for colorful landscaping.  Over the years members 

of the WCHS board have cared for the garden.  Bill Gode, 
board member, has been the primary gardener for the past 2 
years.  The prolific garden continues to evolve. Recent 
additions are different varieties of asters and grasses. Asters 
are a native prairie flower and seem fitting for the Prairie 
Trails Museum Gardens. Other plants of note are Moon 
Flowers, a Knock-out Rose, and Scarlet Carpet Rose. Some 
of the perennials from the original garden are still thriving.  
The variegated grasses, seed pod grasses, purple leaf plum 
tree, weiglia, hostas, phlox, columbine, and surprise lilies are 
all part of the original gard

This garden is full of color beginning in early spring 
with brilliant red tulips.  By mid summer the deep red 
hollyhocks will add color to the southwest corner.  Fall 

Chrysanthemums & Autumn Clematis will finish the season. An old coal mine car is filled with pots of annuals.  
Large black pots scattered around the garden filled with annuals contribute to the beauty as well.  

In the photo above Georgia & Gary Runyon admire Wayne County’s Palm Tree (aka Tree of Heaven) 
while on the WAYCO Garden Tour. When you visit the Museum spend a few minutes in the garden. 



 

Rockin’ Annual Meeting 
On March 27 the museum was a 

great place to be as the 20th Century gallery 
was filled with jukebox tunes from the 
1950’s & 60’s.  Layton Zbornik (aka Jerry 
Martin) entertained everyone at the annual 
meeting with songs and memories of his 
days traveling around southern Iowa with his 
band. He recalled playing in Corydon, 
Allerton, and Seymour in the late 1950’s. 

Pictured at right dressed for the 
occasion are Layton Zbornik, Brenda 
DeVore, and Jean Jackson.  Jean was elected 
curator at the meeting. 

 
 
 
 
Jan Donaldson received Volunteer of the Year award for 

her outstanding dedication to the Museum Genealogy Library. 
In the picture at left Brenda DeVore presents Jan Donaldson 
with a Volunteer of the Year certificate.   

 Jan assumed the position of head librarian when Wilma 
West retired in 2002.  She can be found in the library several 
days a week, doing research or coordinating the group of 
volunteer librarians.  Under her direction the library has 
modernized with a new microfilm reader and computer.  The 
most recent addition, a handheld document scanner, will prove 
very useful for preserving information. 

 
 

    
 Mooseum News 

  Recurring comments heard from out of state visitors “What 
a terrific museum!”  or “This museum is better than the museums in 
our home state.” Of course most people, even locals, are surprised 
how large it is and what a vast collection of artifacts.  As you plan 
summer activities beat the high cost of travel and visit the museum. 
Bring a friend and learn more about Wayne County’s Heritage. 

Heritage Hannah, pictured right, has been looking over the 
fence beside the Heritage Barn for the past 6 years greeting visitors.  
She recently suffered some severe damage when vandals repeatedly 
jumped on her back.  The fiberglass is broken in several places and 
cracks can be seen throughout the body.  The case has been turned over to juvenile authorities.  

Our hope is to have her repaired so she can continue to bring big smiles to children.  
*************************************************************** 

Memorials:    Since our last Newsletter the Wayne County Historical Society has received gifts in memory 
of:  Ila Mae Brees, Neva Trumbo, Patricia Smith, Dan Rhoades, John and Antonetta Sebben, Anice Downs, 
Dorcas Snook, Dan Day, Betty Jo Marolf, Paul E. Stoffer, Imri Rokay, Dr. Leo J. Frees, Laurence and Mildred 
Fry, Pearl and Jamie McMurry, Ed Kelly, Don Darrah, Gerald Selby, William “Bill” Lammers, and Nadine 
Swan.  Wayne County Historical Society gratefully acknowledges those who have chosen to support the 
Historical Society in this meaningful way, and we honor the memories of those for whom gifts were given. 


